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Illustrator for dabblers

Some quick tricks, tips and tools for using Adobe Illustrator to make existing maps more attractive
By Katharine Otto, AICP. Southern Windsor County Regional Planning Commission

Vermont Geospatial Forum - June 2015




What do | use lllustrator for?

Colorizing and annotating
AutoCAD drawing

Adding more creative features to
a map to make it into a poster
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Annotating PDFs Creating sketches as illustrations

PANEL 0709E is’refns (p8) N.c‘rive vegetation and Treés (p10)

FIRM
FLOOD INSURANCE RATE MAP

WINDSOR COUNTY et Rain

VERMONT gardens
1

(ALL JURISDICTIONS) (P12)

PANEL 709 OF 831

(SEE MAP INDEX FOR FIRM PANEL LAYOUT)
CONTAINS:

COMMUNITY NUMBER  PANEL  SUFFIX

SPRINGFIELD, TOWN OF 500154 Q709 E
'WEATHERSFIELD, TOWN OF 600166 0709 E

Notice to User: The Map Number shown below should ba used
when placing map orders; the Community Number shown
above should be used on insurance applications for the subjact
community.




USEFUL TOOLS

Basics Copying

Layers Masks
Pencil and pen Unusual text boxes




Basics of Adobe Illustrator (Ai)

« “"Alt” used instead of “Ctl” in
many cases

e Functions more like AutoCAD
than ArcGIS

« Can open ANY pdf which has
not been flattened or secured
and alter the contents.
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» Designed for use with vector/
line drawings

};\\ | « Photoshop for rasters/
s N images
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document
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Layers

« Similar to ArcGIS and
AutoCAD functionally, but not
exactly

 Nested hierarchy of layers and
sub-layers

« Lock and Unlock

« Make visible and hide

« Transfer items between layers
« Duplicate layers

« Order of layers is important —
as in ArcGIS

« Store text in separate layer(s)

Undo Layers Panel Options
Redo

Perspective

Isolate Selected Group
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Bring Forward
Send Backward
Send to Back

Send to Current Layer

Shift+Ctrl+]
Ctrl+]
Ctrl+[
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Pencil and Pen

Pencil - for smooth lines/ unprecise Pen - for straight lines/ connecting
Concepts points
\\\—'/ | r
" Pen Tool (P}
T &* Add Ancher Point Tool (+)
N pekete anchor point Tool al
[% Conwvert Anchor Point Tool  (Shift+C)
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Copying

Pick up attributes Copy and Paste

Native vegetation and trees (|
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Unusual text boxes

« Draw the shape you want the

textin

« Click on the type tool and
choose what you want to do

[ ] T Type Tool
§T} Area Type Tool
~#* Type on a Path Tool
[T vertical Type Tool
[T} vertical Area Type Tool
-{‘f Vertical Type on a Path Tool
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Clipping Masks

Make a clipping mask

 Lock the image/ map in a layer

« Create a new layer on top and
drawn around the outline of what
you want clipped

Ne_ijowers Covered
/Ed\ge. Photo by Sue

« Unlock image layer. Bring outline
_ Greenhall

into the image layer

« Select both image and the outline.
Then click *“Make Clipping Mask”

TIP - When your initial map import is
not letting you edit individual layers

e Select all

« Right click, then “"Release Clipping

Mask"”. You may need to do this a
few times!
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ANNOYING QUIRKS

TO LOOK OUT FOR

Clipping masks for newly imported maps
Unclosed Polygons
Art boards




USEFUL WORKFLOW

ADVICE

Before Starting
At the End
Outside illustrator




Before Starting

« Get "map” as finalized as you can BEFORE you transfer
it to lllustrator

«Store a copy of all map pdfs and any images/ items
pulled into the document in subfolder of your project
folder.

(Sometimes illustrator can be quirky about pulling in
images and the exact reference path)

« You can pull a variety of file types into illustrator.
Unflattened pdfs of maps are one of the most

versatile versions — so then you can make changes to
the lines and colors easily.




At the End

« Can store all your relevant maps in one Illustrator file —
just turn on and off particular layers and “save copy as”
"pdf” to create separate maps.

«Save a separate compressed/ flattened version for
sharing... just in case there are some last minute edits

«Keep illustrator file (even though you can edit a pdf)

o If printing from another computer, export a version with
"text as outline” and all images embedded

« Adobe Professional
«Save as reduced file size

Save as optimized file




Help!

« Google your
question —as you
would with ArcGIS

« Forums can be really
helpful

Play around to
discover new tools

Welcome to the Town of West Windsor, Ver
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Questions?

For more information, contact Katharine Otto, AICP.
Southern Windsor County Regional Planning Commission




